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Insurance Program, which was de-
signed to help uninsured children 
across America. 

Unfortunately, it has gotten into the 
arena now of not only providing cov-
erage for children but also coverage for 
some adults. Frankly, I don’t agree 
with that, but I don’t have a problem 
with it in this supplemental. We will 
deal with that issue in the reauthoriza-
tion of this program. We do have a pro-
vision in the supplemental that would 
cover the shortfall for the SCHIP pro-
gram, which in Georgia we refer to as 
PeachCare. It would have provided the 
money to fund a shortfall in SCHIP be-
tween now and the end of the fiscal 
year for States such as mine that are 
going to experience this shortfall. 
Georgia happens to be the first of 14 
States that is going to have this short-
fall, and we have had to take meas-
ures—and our legislature, thank good-
ness, has done that—to make up this 
shortfall. In the interim, between now 
and the time this bill is going to come 
back to this body for reconsideration 
after being vetoed by the President, 
Georgia’s taxpayers are going to have 
to fund a greater portion of the SCHIP 
program than they should have to. So I 
have filed a bill today that is going to 
take care of that. It is going to provide 
immediate funding for the shortfall in 
Georgia, as well as all of the other 
shortfall States in the country today 
that, while they may not experience a 
shortfall as we speak, it is coming 
within the next 30 to 60 to 90 days to 13 
other States. 

On behalf of Senator ISAKSON and 
myself, I would ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. 1022, intro-
duced earlier today; that the bill be 
read a third time and passed; that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, un-
fortunately, I must object to the Sen-
ator’s request. We passed money for 
the shortfall in the supplemental and 
we should not extend the program at 
the expense of the current coverage. 

I look forward to working with the 
Senator from Georgia on reauthoriza-
tion that preserves the program and 
the coverage that is needed, and to-
ward that end, I ask unanimous con-
sent that my bill dealing with SCHIP, 
introduced earlier today, S. 1023, be 
considered, read a third time, passed, 
and the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. First, 
the Chair notes the objection of the 
Senator from New Jersey. 

Is there objection to the motion of 
the Senator from New Jersey? 

Mr. DEMINT. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion of the Senator from South Caro-
lina is heard. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina is recognized. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. RES. 123 

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, earlier 
this year the Senate worked together 
to change the way we appropriate 
money in Congress. One of the big 
showdowns that we had earlier in the 
year with the new majority was the 
discussion of earmarks and how we 
would disclose them and be more trans-
parent to the American people. We 
worked hard. I introduced an amend-
ment that would provide disclosure at 
the committee level and asked that the 
committee put any earmarks on the 
Internet and tell who offered the ear-
mark and what it would go for, to 
make sure there is no conflict of inter-
est. 

Originally, the majority tried to 
table that motion, but once we worked 
together on language and worked out 
every detail, that amendment was 
agreed to 98 to 0. It was unanimous 
that we should stop earmarking the 
way we are today and use common-
sense disclosure rules for America to 
know how we are spending its money. 

Unfortunately, that amendment is 
part of the lobbying reform, ethics re-
form bill that has gone to conference 
with the House that apparently is not 
going to act on it at all. My proposal 
has been that we take what we passed 
in the Senate. We are beginning the ap-
propriations process again. Unless we 
impose these rules on ourselves, rules 
that we all agreed on, we are going to 
go through the same thing we did last 
year where we put all these bills to-
gether, with thousands of earmarks, 
and at the end of the year some of us 
are going to be forced to try to stop the 
whole process, which, hopefully, we 
will not do. 

What I would like to do today to fix 
this problem is take the amendment we 
have passed unanimously before and 
bring it up and pass it in the Senate as 
a Senate rule so we would operate 
under the rules that we have all agreed 
to during this appropriations season. 
The resolution number is 123, so fixing 
the current appropriations problem and 
earmark problem is as easy as 1, 2, 3. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent the Rules Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration, 
and the Senate now proceed to S. Res. 
123; further, that the resolution be 
agreed to and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? The Senator from New Jer-
sey is recognized. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I believe there is an 
appropriate process to consider the 
Senator’s request, but at this time I 
object. 

Mr. DEMINT. Mr. President, I am 
certainly disappointed. This is some-
thing to which we have agreed. We 
worked out the language with the ma-
jority. Certainly, we should be oper-
ating under the rules that we have 
agreed to during this appropriations 
season. 

It is very unfortunate. I am very dis-
appointed. I guess I have no choice, if 
the majority is going to object. 

I yield and suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator 
from West Virginia is recognized. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL 
APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, the fiscal 
year 2007 Emergency Supplemental Ap-
propriations bill, just approved by the 
Senate, includes over $96 billion for the 
troops. It includes increases above the 
President’s request for the Department 
of Defense, including increases of $1.3 
billion for defense health, $1 billion for 
equipping the National Guard and Re-
serve, and $1.1 billion for military 
housing. 

The bill includes $6.7 billion for re-
building the gulf coast region following 
Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma. 
It includes $4.2 billion for agricultural 
disaster relief. It includes nearly $1.8 
billion for the VA to make sure that we 
meet our moral obligation to provide 
first-class health care to our wounded 
veterans. 

Most importantly, with passage of 
this bill, the Senate sends a clear mes-
sage to the President that we must 
take the war in Iraq in a new direction. 
Setting a goal for getting most of our 
troops out of Iraq is not cutting and 
running. The new direction provides in-
centives to the Iraqi people to settle 
their differences, to end their civil war, 
and to pursue reconciliation. One fact 
is plainly clear: The President wants to 
run his war his way, without anyone 
asking any questions or requiring any 
standards of progress. 

That is the kind of attitude that has 
resulted in the chaos we see in Iraq 
each day. President Bush does not 
want anyone to hold him accountable 
for the failures in Iraq. He does not 
want anyone to hold him responsible 
for our troops remaining caught in the 
escalating Iraqi civil war. The Presi-
dent has his eyes closed to the truth in 
Iraq. 

Let me read excerpts from a letter I 
recently received from soldiers serving 
in and around Baghdad: 

We write you this letter. . . , Senator Byrd, 
because of your prominent role as Chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee, and be-
cause of your documented observation of the 
alarming lack of debate within the Senate 
over the Iraq War. 

So much of the controversy surrounding 
the proposed surge strategy has hinged on 
‘‘support for our troops.’’ Yet, the voice of 
the individual trooper is not heard. As volun-
teer members of the military, we waive cer-
tain civil rights. We cannot quit. We have a 
legal and moral responsibility to carry out 
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